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Hellbenders
•	 A giant aquatic salamander that can reach 

2 ½ feet in length
•	 Found in the tributaries of the Wabash and 

Ohio Rivers in Southern Indiana
•	 Prefer cool, rocky, swiftly flowing streams
•	 Their presence indicates good water quality
•	 Feed mainly on crayfish, not fish
•	 They are NOT venomous
•	 Their slime is not poisonous
•	 They have no negative effects on fish 

populations
•	 Endangered in Indiana

Mudpuppies
•	 A large aquatic salamander that can reach 

16 inches in length
•	 Found throughout Indiana
•	 Live in lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams
•	 Their presence indicates good water quality
•	 Feed on crayfish, larval insects, and 	 	

small fish
•	 They are NOT venomous
•	 Their slime is not poisonous
•	 They have no negative effects on 	 	

fish populations
•	 Special concern in Indiana

Rare Salamanders

Be on the lookout for these 
rare salamanders.

If caught, please cut the 
line, release unharmed, 
and contact (812) 334-1137.
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