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Introduction

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Lake Michigan Coastal Program (LMCP) supports
coordination and partnerships among local, state, and federal agencies and local organizations for the
protection and sustainable use of natural, historic, and cultural resources in the Lake Michigan region.
The LMCP’s Technical Assistance Planning Program (TAPP) connects coastal decision-makers with
resources to support sustainable development and natural resource planning. Through the TAPP, LMCP
works with communities and organizations located within the state’s portion of the Lake Michigan basin
on comprehensive plan updates, sub-area planning, local ordinance development, and other policy and
coordination initiatives.

LAKE MICHIGAN COASTAL GRANTS PROGRAM

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Lake Michigan Coastal Program receives an annual
allotment of funding from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to administer a
grants program to carry out projects which protect and restore natural, cultural, and historic resources in
Indiana's Lake Michigan coastal region. The Lake Michigan Coastal Grants Program is an annual
competitive grants program that awards funds to units of local government, regional and state agencies,
colleges and universities, and non-profit organizations. The program's funds may be expended on six
different categories of projects: public access or habitat improvements, land acquisition, planning and
coordination, education and outreach, applied research, and emerging issues.

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE

The TAPP Toolkit was created to help grant-eligible entities identify potential projects and partnership
opportunities. The TAPP Toolkit provides summaries of conceptual planning resources and tools and state
and regional plans. A summary has been prepared for each resource within the TAPP Toolkit. Readers can
quickly locate the plans and resources in which they are interested and navigate to more detailed
information by using the links provided in each plan or resource summary. Resources within the TAPP
Toolkit are grouped into one of seven categories: Regional Smart Growth, Sustainable Communities, Land
Use Plans, Transportation Plans, Environmental Plans, Economic Development, and Historic Preservation.
Case studies that highlight some interesting and replicable municipal plans are included in the final
section.
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