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Women in Top Leadership 

Positions
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Women MenFrom Benchmarking Women’s Leadership, 2008
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Women in National Governing 
B diBodies

1 R d (56 3%) 6 Fi l d (42 5%)1. Rwanda (56.3%)

2. Andorra (53.6%)

6. Finland (42.5%)

7. South Africa (42.3%)( )

3. Cuba (45.2%)

( )

8. Netherlands (40.7%)

4. Sweden (44.7%)
9. Nicaragua (40.2%)

10 Iceland (39 7%)
5. Seychelles (43.8%)

10. Iceland (39.7%)

Retrieved from: http://www ipu org/wmn-e/classif htmRetrieved from: http://www.ipu.org/wmn e/classif.htm



Women in National Governing 
B diBodies
Where’s the United States?Where s the United States?

78. United States (16.8%)

78 T k i (16 8%)78. Turkmenistan (16.8%)

Retrieved from: http://www ipu org/wmn-e/classif htmRetrieved from: http://www.ipu.org/wmn e/classif.htm



Hoosier Women LeadHoosier Women Lead

There has never been a female U.S. SenatorThere has never been a female U.S. Senator 
from Indiana  

Only five women have served as U SOnly five women have served as U.S. 
Representatives
– Rep. Julia May Carson, 1997-2007p J y ,
– Rep. Jill L. Long, 1989-1995
– Rep. Katie Beatrice Hall, 1982-1985
– Rep. Cecil Murray Harden, 1949-1959
– Rep. Virginia Ellis Jenckes, 1933-1939

F C t A i W d P liti R t U i itFrom Center on American Women and Politics, Rutgers University
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There has never been a female Governor fromThere has never been a female Governor from 
Indiana 

Only 2 women have held the office ofOnly 2 women have held the office of 
Lt. Governor 
– Lt Gov Becky Skillman 2005-Present (elected)– Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman, 2005-Present (elected)
– Lt. Gov. Kathy Davis, 2003-2005 (appointed)

F C t A i W d P liti R t U i itFrom Center on American Women and Politics, Rutgers University
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Five State AuditorsFive State Auditors
– Connie Nass, 1999-2011

Ann DeVore 1986 1994– Ann DeVore, 1986-1994
– Mary Aikins Currie, 1971-1978

Trudy Slaby Etherton 1968 1970– Trudy Slaby Etherton, 1968-1970
– Dorothy Gardner, 1961-1964

F C t A i W d P liti R t U i itFrom Center on American Women and Politics, Rutgers University
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Three State TreasurersThree State Treasurers
– Marjorie O’Laughlin, 1987-1995

Joyce Brinkman 1995 1999– Joyce Brinkman, 1995-1999
– Grace Urbahns, 1926-1932

F C t A i W d P liti R t U i itFrom Center on American Women and Politics, Rutgers University
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Two Attorney GeneralsTwo Attorney Generals
– Pamela Carter, 1993-1997
– Karen Freeman-Wilson, 2000-2001 (Appointed)( pp )

Two Secretaries of State
– Sue Anne Gilroy, 1994-2002
– Connie Lawson, 2012-

One Superintendent of Public Instruction
D S ll R d 1993 2009– Dr. Suellen Reed, 1993-2009

One Indiana Supreme Court Justice
– The Honorable Myra Selby 1995-1999F C t A i W d P liti R t U i it– The Honorable Myra Selby, 1995 1999From Center on American Women and Politics, Rutgers University
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F C t A i W d P liti R t U i itFrom Center on American Women and Politics, Rutgers University
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Gender inGender in 
Indiana 
Elected

Female
31%

Elected 

Male
68%

N/A
1%
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Gender by Regions in Indianay g
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Gender by Indiana Level of 

GovernmentGovernment
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By Branch of GovernmentBy Branch of Government
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Male Dominated Offices
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100% 91%
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“Women all over the world are no longer waiting, waiting for 
thi t h f th Th ti l d ithings to happen for them. They are more actively engaged in 
ensuring that their livelihoods and the livelihoods of their 
families are much more enhanced than ever before.” 

• Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 1st Female President of Liberia and 2011 Nobe 
Peace Prize to a UN assembly 

“I believe, I know, that if you have unshakable faith in yourself, 
in your sisters and in the possibility of change, you can do 
almost anything.”almost anything.  

• Lehmah Gbowee, a 2011 Nobel Peace Prize recipients, in her recent 
book, Mighty Be Our Power


